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John of God’s body did not fall forward
or sideways in death – it remained in a
kneeling position, so that he seemed to
be meditating or praying. Those present
silently and respectfully left him like that
for about fifteen minutes before laying
him out in the normal way.

BACK TO THE PLAZA NUEVA
This was the story that, in fragments, the
poor people in the Plaza Nueva
recounted to each other on the morning
they waited for the funeral arrangements
to be completed and the final earthly
journey of the ‘Father of the Poor’ to
begin.

Word came back to them that John of
God’s body was beautifully laid out on a
bed in the room where he had died.
Three altars had been set up and masses
were being celebrated by the clergy of
the city. There was a stir as the Governor
of Granada and his officials arrived and
took control of the proceedings.

Soon afterwards the news was passed
along that the pallbearers had been
selected. They were the Marquis De
Tarifa, the Marquis De Cerralvo, Don
Pedro de Bobadilla and Juan de
Guevara.

Next, everyone was told to let through
the poor people from John of God’s
hospital and the women for whom he

had arranged marriages, and the
spinsters and widows whom he had
befriended. They were to lead off the
procession. The procession began inside
the house, in the room where John of
God had died, when the pallbearers
lifted the deceased upon their shoulders
and carried him down into the street
below. There Father Carcamo of the
Order of Friars Minor, stepped forward
with eight of his friars and said: “It is
fitting that we should carry this body,
because during his lifetime he imitated
so closely our Father, St. Francis, in his
poverty, penance and divestment.” 

These friars were allowed to carry the
coffin for a while and then it was passed
on to the religious of other orders who
took turns in carrying it until they arrived
at the Church of Our Lady of the Victory
where, since his own hospital had no
church, John was to be buried in the
tomb that had been prepared for Doña
Ana.

The procession was lead by the residents
and walking patients of John of God’s
hospital, followed by the women John of
God had befriended. Weeping, they
carried lit candles and loudly proclaimed
John of God’s goodness to them. Then,
bearing their crosses and banners, came
the city’s many confraternities. The city
clergy and the different orders of friars
followed them. John’s hospital was

located in the parish of Santa Ana and its
clergy had a special place in the cortege.
Finally, immediately before the bier,
came the dignitaries of the Church.
Then, following the bier, came the
Council of Twenty-four and the Justices
of the city with their wives and the knights
and gentlemen with their ladies.  The
officials and lawyers of the Royal
Tribunal followed these and, last of all,
came the multitude of people who had
waited their turn in the Plaza Nueva.

Not only did the old Christians mourn
John of God, but his funeral was
attended by the Moriscos as well. These,
watching the body of John of God being
carried by, spoke of their experiences of
John of God’s kindness, generosity and
good example. In their own Arabic
language they called down a thousand
blessings on him.

Every bell tower in the city, from the
Cathedral to the parish churches and
monasteries, tolled his passing.

When the cortege arrived and halted at
the entrance to the church of Our Lady of
the Victory people pushed forward to
touch the body with their rosary beads,
prayer books and various things that
they could take away as a relic.

At last the remains were taken into the
church and placed on a decorated
catafalque during the requiem mass at
which a Franciscan Minim Friar
preached a sermon in which he spoke
about how God raises up the humble
and scorned of this world.

John was buried in the vault of the
chapel of the García de Pisa family. His
life on this earth had ended but, from
heaven, he would continue to be, for
Granada and the whole world,

the Father of the Poor.

THE SAINT JOHN OF GOD STORY - PART 7 CONTINUED
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Recently the media has, once
again, set before us a series of
incidents where the elderly have
been neglected or made prisoners
in their own home because of the
levels of violence in the areas in
which they live.

Sadly, as we know, older people
living alone are often exploited,
lose their savings and even from
time to time, are neglected,
abused, assaulted and even lose
their lives. Naturally, our response
is one of incredulity and horror.
But what action do we take?

At the same time, we live in
a country whose government
appears to move ever closer to
legislation approving euthanasia.
Who has the right to decide who
should live or die?

It is at times like these that all of us
need to consider our response, to
reflect on our own personal value
systems and have the courage to stand
up and be counted, to be a moral leader.

One such man was our founder, Saint
John of God who, when he was a patient
in the Royal Hospital of Granada in
1539, made this prayer: “may Jesus
Christ bring me to the time, and grant
me the favour of having a hospital where
I can receive the poor and sick and serve
them as I wish.”

His prayer was answered and so since
1539, the Hospitaller Order of Saint

John of God has, as part of its Mission of
Hospitality, been an advocate on behalf
of the unborn child; of the older person;
people with physical and mental
disabilities; on behalf of people with
severe dementia or people living in the
so called ‘persistent vegetative state’.
We constantly strive to provide more
holistic care as we seek to defend and
keep watch over the right of the
individual to be born, to live in a decent
manner, to be helped in sickness and to
die with dignity.

In the Order’s services throughout
the Province we keep the
person we care for at the very
centre of  all that we do and so
reflect our constant concern for
their total wellbeing, physical,
psychological, emotional and
spiritual.

Whilst we know this is the right
thing to do, to care for others as
we would wish to be cared for
ourselves, it is often a struggle but
one we believe is essential if we
truly respect the intrinsic dignity
and value of those we serve.
Human life is to be valued from
the moment of conception until
natural death.

At Easter we celebrate the
Resurrection of Christ, a “sign of
great hope”. As we continue in
our efforts to fulfil the command
of Christ to “love your neighbour
as yourself” (Matthew 19:19) we
need to have a living sense of

witness, the courage to be a moral
leader. Although this is now more difficult
and demands greater courage in today’s
society, our experience shows us how
rewarding this can be. Let us continue to
work together in order to make a
difference to the world in which we live
and to create a future with hope.

I wish you all a very joyous and blessed
Easter.

Brother John Martin, OH,
Provincial
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As most regular readers of ‘Hospitaller’
will be aware the Golden Jubilee year of
the Province is drawing to a close.
During what has been a highly
significant year for the Province we have
tried to live up to the direction given to
us in the Book of Leviticus (25:10) ‘You
shall make sacred the fiftieth year…. It
shall be a jubilee for you.’ 

During the jubilee year the services
provided by the Charity have continued
to grow. The Supported Living Service in
East Renfrewshire in Scotland has
expanded significantly, great progress
has been made in the development of
the two new nursing homes in Bradford
and the Woodhall Community at
Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire
became a service of the Charity in July
2003. In August 2003 the Charity made
a formal agreement to work in
partnership with the Sisters of Charity of
Our Lady Mother of Mercy in the
management of their retirement
communities at ‘Bethany’ in Preston,
Lancashire and at Bryn Mair Convent in
Pantasaph, North Wales. A similar
arrangement has been agreed with the
Little Sisters of the Assumption in respect
of the management of their retirement
community at Kingstanding,
Birmingham.

The Charity works in an environment of
dynamic change and while overall the
services we provide continue to grow
and diversify, some individual services
reach the end of their natural lives. One
such service was Saint Mary’s Nursing
Home at Barrhead, East Renfrewshire.
When the Charity took over this service
in October 2001, it was clear that
although a very high standard of care
was being provided the buildings and
facilities were no longer suitable for
purpose. The decision was made to
reprovide the service and this process
has been completed. The majority of the
people who used the service at Saint
Mary’s now live in their own homes in
the local community. All of the
accommodation is of a very high
standard and the Charity’s Supported
Living Service provides appropriate
levels of support. A small number of
people who require more specialist care
have moved to nursing homes of their
choice where such care is provided.
Saint Mary’s Nursing Home formally
closed on 31st March 2004. Another
service, which closed during the jubilee
year, was Saint John of God Pastoral
Centre at Hemlington, Middlesbrough.
The decision to close this service was
taken because it had been unable to
break even financially in the ten years of

THE JUBILEE YEAR - 28

The community of the Little Sisters of the
Assumption, Kingstanding, Birmingham



its existence and because of the fact that
other facilities have been developed in
Hemlington in recent years which have
led to the Pastoral Centre being under
utilised. At one point during the jubilee
year it seemed that the services
provided by the Charity at Saint John of
God Hospital, Scorton, North Yorkshire
would have to close, however another
health care provider has indicated an
interest in acquiring and expanding
these services.

Causes for celebration during the
jubilee year have been the Golden
Jubilee of Profession of Brother Anselm
on 29th August 2003 (an appreciation
of Brother Anselm’s Hospitaller life will
appear in the next edition of
‘Hospitaller’) and Brother Ignatius on
13th December. Although Br
Bonaventure’s Silver Jubilee occurred in
February 2003 the formal celebration
took place within the jubilee year on
17th July. A huge reason for the
Province to celebrate will occur on 27th
May 2004 when Brother Bernard Burke,
the first Provincial of the Province of the
Venerable Bede celebrates his Platinum
Jubilee (70 years) of religious
profession. Further causes for
celebration have been the opening of
new Brothers’ Communities at ‘Genil’,
Halifax, West Yorkshire in June 2003
and Hospitaller House, Darlington,
County Durham in November 2003. A
new community opened in Richmond,

TH MAY 2003 TO 27TH MAY 2004
North Yorkshire in October 2003 to
accommodate the Brothers who were
previously resident at Saint John of God
Hospital, Scorton and in March 2004
our new Provincialate at Abbey Road,
Darlington became available for
occupation. A very important event,
which took place during the jubilee year,
was our 18th Provincial Chapter (22-24
March 2004) a report of which appears
elsewhere in this journal. On 4th August
2003, Barry Brown was admitted to the
postulancy of the Order and it is
anticipated that he will be initiated into
the noviciate on 1st May 2004.

Our jubilee celebration formally
commenced with a Mass of
Thanksgiving at Saint Mary’s Cathedral
Middlesbrough on 6th June 2003. It will
formally close on 27th May 2004 at a
Mass celebrated at Saint Augustine’s
Church, Darlington to mark the Feast of
Saint Bede the patronal feast of our
Province and the Platinum Jubilee of
Brother Bernard. We pray that during
our jubilee year our Order and its
Charity have been faithful to the
injunction given to us in the Book of
Leviticus (25:19) so that the people for
whom we care ‘…may live without
worry.’

Brother John Collins OH  

A TRIPLE CELEBRATION
Mass will be celebrated on Thursday
27th May at 11:30am at St. Augustine’s
Church, Coniscliffe Road, Darlington to
mark the Feast of Saint Bede.  The
Venerable Bede is the patron saint of the
Order’s Province in Great Britain. Mass
will be followed by a buffet lunch.

This occasion will also mark two other
notable events in the life of the Province:
the closure of the Golden Jubilee Year
and the Platinum Jubilee of Brother
Bernard Burke, the Province’s first
Provincial. Brother Bernard at the age of
93 will celebrate 70 years of religious
profession.

The Province wishes to extend an
invitation to all friends of the Order
who wish to attend. Anyone wishing to
attend the buffet lunch should contact
Mrs Anita Foster, Provincial Curia,
Hospitaller Order of Saint John of God,
1 Houndgate, Darlington, Co. Durham
DL1 5RL. Tel: (01325) 373701. E-mail:
anitafoster@hospitaller.org.uk. This
information is required not later than
Friday 7th May 2004 to enable
appropriate catering arrangements to
be made.  

Celebration of the Golden Jubilee Year at 
St Mary’s Cathedral, Coulby Newham, Middlesbrough

Bryn Mair Convent in
Pantasaph, North Wales

Brother Anselm who celebrates
his Golden Jubilee of Profession

Woodhall Community Centre 
in Hertfordshire



NEWS FROM THE SERVICES

The past three years have seen great
change and introduced an even greater
diversity to the works of the Charity.
However one thing has remained
constant and that is the commitment to
develop and deliver services that meet
individual need and that keep the
individual at the heart of what we do.
The Charity has always worked across a
broad spectrum of need and in the last
three years we have extended this even
further and are now providing services to
people who misuse drugs or alcohol, the
homeless and through the auspices of
Saint John of God Management services,
to elderly religious.

Growth and change do not always mean
providing new services and we have had
to make some hard decisions to close or
handover to others some services. These
include the Saint John of God Resource
Centre and the L.I.V.E. project at
Billingham, the surgical services at
Scorton also ceased and more recently
we have had to

accept, that in order for the services at
Scorton to continue, we would have to
hand them over to a private provider.
Some other services came to a natural
end or evolved into something else. This
includes Hazel Grove House, which was
handed back to the local authority after

the successful resettlement of the 18
people who lived there, into more

appropriate accommodation. For
some, this meant greater independence

through more dispersed flats in the
local community, for others it meant
greater security and increased support
through the development of the extra

care service at Minister House. The
R.I.V.E.R. Project in West Yorkshire also
reached the end of its funding from

the Community Fund. It had in its
three years been a great
success and achieved its
objectives, encouraging
people with profound
learning disabilities to

become part of their local
community and creating
improved access and
interaction and importantly
ensuring that people

established an active and
enjoyable social life, which

continues today. In Scotland the service
at St. Mary’s closed following a
successful resettlement programme that
has enabled greater independence for
many of the people who used the
service. Although the loss of, or changes
to these services were sometimes
difficult, they were made in response to
the needs of people who use the services
and to ensure the viability of the Charity
and the ongoing mission of the Order.
In each of these services great credit
should be given to the difference they
made to peoples lives, to the many staff
who worked in them, to our partner
agencies and to volunteers, families and
carers and most importantly to the
people who we had the privilege of
supporting.

SERVICE DEVELOPMENT 
2001 –2004.
Major developments have taken place in
the many areas where the Charity is
present. A number of schemes came on
line under the government’s Supporting
People Regime. This has enabled many
vulnerable people to live in, or sustain
more independent accommodation. In
other areas the need has been for
greater care and to this end a number of

TOGETHER WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE
DEVELOPMENT OF SERVICES IN THE LAST TRIENNIUM

left: Elizabeth Drury, one of the former residents of 
St Mary’s Barrhead, Scotland

Mike Mably House, Hertfordshire
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NORTH YORKSHIRE
Saint John of God Hospital Services, 
Scorton, North Yorkshire
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and a long-term plan that enables
Bowood Care to meet the needs of the
people who use the services, staff and
carers. This plan will enable Bowood
Care to develop the site providing a new
build nursing home and a new build
dementia care service. They will develop
the hospital block into close care
apartments retaining the façade and the
character of the existing building and they

will ensure that the St.Clare’s
building remains outwardly
the same. Bowood Care’s
vision is to build on the
quality of care offered by the
Order. This will be greatly

facilitated by the continuity of
the staff team who will

transfer to Bowood
Care and
continue to
provide the high
standards of
support that

makes such a
difference to people

lives This vision is

nursing homes are under development.
The following services have been
developed by the Charity in response to
need and in pursuit of the Mission of
Saint John of God:
• 36 bed Homeless Project.   
• Floating support service for 28 people

who misuse drugs or alcohol. A further
40 person service is currently in
development.

• 12 Bed Nursing Home.
• 8 Bed Nursing Home.
• Management of 29 Bed Nursing Home

for the elderly.
• Re-Development of existing

Community Centre.
• 64 Bed Spaces in Supported Living

with a further 50 in the early stages of
development.

• A number of services to support elderly
religious and the work of Religious
Orders and Congregations. 

• Leisure, Education and Occupational
Service (LEOS) Carers Break Service.

The community of the Sisters of Charity of Our Lady 
Mother of Mercy at ‘Bethany’, PrestonAnthea Beeks, 

Director of Operations

As we reported in the last issue of the
Hospitaller, we were hopeful that
negotiations with a private provider
would result in the services at Scorton
being able to continue, although not
under the auspices of the Hospitaller
Order of Saint John of God. We are
pleased to be able to intimate that
these discussions have proved fruitful.
We are working closely with Bowood

Care both on a
short-term plan
that will provide
for the stability

a n d
viability of
t h e

services

dependent on Bowood Care
obtaining planning permission to
achieve their long-term goals.
Although for the Order there will be
great sadness at leaving the Hospital,
our mission is to ensure that people
have the services that they need and
desire. If this means that we have to
accept that others, because of their
superior access to resources, can
provide such services, then so be it.
We cannot continue with the provision
of these services because of the huge
deficit they engender which the
Charity has sustained for many years.
We believe that the Bowood Care
plan is the best option for the people
who use the services, their families
and the staff and we will do
everything in our power to facilitate
the continuity of the services in the full
spirit of Saint John of God. 
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The original house was built on a piece of land, which, at
the time, was purchased for the sum of fifteen shillings by
a gentleman, by the name of John Lowndes. John
Lowndes, a silk manufacturer of Paisley, purchased the
fifteen-shilling land of Arthurlie called “Nether Arthurlie”
late in the 1770’s. He started the building of a mansion
but died in 1781 before the house was completed. His
son, also John, finished the house and continued as a
merchant in Paisley. He sold the property to his uncle,
James Lowndes, in 1796, also a Paisley merchant who
was a descendant of the ancient family of Lowndes of
Leigh Hall, Cheshire. James died in 1819 and left his
estate to his five sons. In the 1841 census, William, one of
James’s sons, his wife and two of their children and his
brother Charles were resident in the mansion, and in
keeping with their wealth and status employed 6 servants,
4 gardeners and 4 labourers to upkeep the house and
property.

Nether Arthurlie became a Convent in 1911.

The Sisters of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary actually
came to Glasgow in 1907. In 1911 they were able to
transfer their charitable work from a sordid tenement in
Gallowgate, to the more spacious and airy premises in the
pleasant village of Barrhead. Since those early days the
premises have grown to a great extent. The first building
was erected in 1916 with the last being completed in
1968. These additions were made possible by the
generosity of benefactors who appreciated the work of the
Sisters. Sisters and residents worked together in the
running of St Mary’s for many years and provided a home
for over one hundred ladies, caring for the most
vulnerable members of the community.

The impetus for change was due to the Government’s
1984 legislation. With new approaches in social care
provision there was no longer a need for large institutions.
The decision was taken to adapt St Mary’s into five flats
each with its own lounge, kitchen and private bedrooms
some of which had en-suite facilities. To enable this
transformation to happen a number of residents moved to
their own homes in the surrounding area. On completion
St Mary’s was the first registered nursing home for people
with learning disabilities in Scotland. For the Sisters it was
a great pleasure to be able to make life easier for the
residents, and to be able to provided them with as much
comfort as possible in their old age. 

In the late nineties with the introduction of National Care
Standards legislation, it became apparent that St Mary’s
could no longer continue to provide its service in the way
it had been. In October 2001, the Hospitaller Order of
Saint John of God acquired St Mary’s from the Sisters and
plans to resettle the 33 residents were put in place. Initially
this resettlement was slow as there was little suitable
accommodation available. However, by the end of 2003
significant progress had been made with a number of the
people who used the service at St. Mary’s, having been
settled in their own tenancies with appropriate support
from the Order’s Supported Living Service. Those with
high care needs were able to move to nursing homes near
to family members. Sadly over the last year, six residents
have died. The death of one lady prompted the sorrowful
observation from her closest friend, ‘she’ll no get her new
hoose noo.’ For the past 18 months there has been much
prayer, planning and purchasing of items for new homes
taking place at St Mary’s and the air of eager anticipation
of things new is pervasive. By the beginning of March
2004, only six of the original residents remained at St.
Mary’s. One was about to move into residential
accommodation in the nearby town of Busby while the
other five awaited the completion of their new homes in
neighbouring Neilston. To all, the prospect of a more
independent life is the most exciting experience they have
ever encountered. 

Geraldine Garry,
Area Manager, Scotland

Nether Arthurlie House 1831

SCOTLAND
The life and times of Saint Mary’s

Barrhead, 1911 - 2004 
Saint Mary’s Nursing Home, Barrhead, which the Order acquired
in October 2001, will close its doors on 31st March 2004 after
over 90 years of service to disabled and vulnerable people from
Barrhead and indeed the whole of Scotland. What follows is the
story of the founding and development of that service



BACKGROUND

The desire to establish a School of Hospitality was an objective
arising from the Seventeenth Provincial Chapter in 2001.
Much discussion has taken place about the purpose and
understanding of a School of Hospitality but it was only
recently that firm proposals were placed before the Provincial
Chapter for consideration.

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE SCHOOL
OF HOSPITALITY.

The Brothers’ mission is to express and promote forms of
Hospitality that imitate Jesus Christ’s example especially in his
service to the sick and the poor.

The ‘School’ of Hospitality is the means by which the most
important tasks of our Hospitaller mission are achieved. 

It is established on a firm spiritual foundation that places
before us the example of our founder, St. John of God whose
life and values are reflected in all its endeavours and activities.

THE FUNCTIONS OF THE SCHOOL OF
HOSPITALITY

The School is the means for:
1. conducting all forms of induction into the Order;
2. promoting the values, philosophy and ethos of the Order;
3. conducting all forms of training and professional 

development;
4. promoting charismatic management within the Province;
5. the promotion and practice of pastoral care;
6. communicating the Order’s standpoint on ethical

issues arising from the Order’s mission;
7. establishing and maintaining consistent Province-wide 

monitoring and inspection procedures that would satisfy the
Order’s quality expectations and  the National Care 
Standards Office requirements for good practice;

8. developing a better understanding of the mission and   
spirituality of the Order.

PROPOSALS & ACTIONS

The Provincial Chapter accepted the recommendations of the
study that had been undertaken and approved a number of
proposals and actions to establish The School of Hospitality.

1. To establish the initial formation of Brothers, the induction
of staff and the training and development of staff as a
function of the School of Hospitality

2. To commit ourselves to a pastoral care that reflects our
charism of hospitality and to guarantee its understanding
and practice primarily through the School of Hospitality 

3. To promote a style of charismatic management in all our
services as a function of the School of Hospitality 

4. To establish an ethics forum as a function of the School of
Hospitality.

5. Promote an understanding of Hospitaller spirituality as a
path to holiness (wholeness)

Brother Robert Moore was appointed with responsibility for
Coordination and Directing the activities of the School of
Hospitality.

He will be responsible to the Provincial Council and he will
initiate the actions and appointment of a number of teams to
oversee the activities of the School.

THE SCHOOL OF HOSPITALITY

Brother Robert Moore, OH

DON’T FORGET!
You can now visit our all new website for all the information
on Hospitaller Order of Saint John of God Charitable Trust.
Just go to www.hospitaller.org.uk



18TH PROVINCIAL CHAPTER
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The 18th Provincial Chapter of the
Province of the Venerable Bede took
place between 22nd and 24th March
2004. A Provincial Chapter is a period
when the Brothers of the Province set
aside their ordinary daily tasks and
take time to reflect on the past, present
and future of our Order and our
Province. It is a time when we recall
that our vocation is one of hospitality,
meaningful solidarity with those who
suffer. It is a time for us to reflect on our
life as a community, a community that
is built on and in the spirit of hospitality,
a community that reveals the loving
face of Christ to the people who use the
Charity’s services, our co-workers,
volunteers and all those with whom we
come into contact in carrying out our
mission.

In celebrating the first Provincial Chapter
to be held at our new Provincialate, Saint
John of God, Abbey Road, Darlington a
number of key issues were considered by
the Brothers. Perhaps the most
significant of these was the
establishment of the School of
Hospitality. The main functions of this
will be to promote the values,
philosophy and ethos of the Order, to
conduct training and professional
development, to promote charismatic
management (the style of management
and leadership which keeps the flame of
hospitality alive), to promote and
develop pastoral care, to communicate

the Order’s standpoint on ethical issues
and to develop a better understanding
of the mission and spirituality of the
Order. The Chapter also approved the
Mission Plan of the Province. This
document provides a framework within
which the mission of the Order takes
place. It provides a strategy for the
improvement of the existing services of
our Charity, for identifying unmet needs
and for developing new services to meet
these needs. The Mission Plan indicates
how these factors relate to the Order’s
philosophy and values and how the gift
of hospitality bequeathed to us by St
John of God is to be made a reality to
our co-workers, our volunteers and all of
the people we serve.

An essential function of a Provincial
Chapter is the election of a Provincial
Government. This is the group of

A NUMBER OF AWARDS
WERE PRESENTED BY THE
PRIOR GENERAL, BROTHER
PASCUAL PILES, OH.

The newly elected Provincial Government with the
Rt Reverend Ambrose Griffiths, OSB, Bishop of

Hexham & Newcastle  

The newly elected Provincial Government: (l-r)  Brother Stanislaus Neild, OH,
Brother Michael Newman,OH, Brother Michael Francis, OH,

and the re-elected Provincial, Brother John Martin, OH (front) 

‘Our Path of Hospitality’

An award for Dave Bevans, who works in
Hertfordshire Area, for his outstanding contribution to
the Charity’s services in that area.

Steve Murray, who works at Saint John of God
Horticultural Training Centre and in LEOS in
Hertfordshire, presented with an award for his
dedicated work with the people who use those
services.

An award for Barry and Pat Cooper, volunteers at
Saint John of God Hospital, Scorton for their
outstanding contribution to the quality of the lives of
the people who live there and for the great support
they have given to the Brothers of the Province over
many years.

Bradford District NHS Care Trust, a partnership
agency, received an award for the tremendous
support given by them to the Charity’s development
in West Yorkshire. Gerry Barker and John French who
have worked closely with us accepted the award on
behalf of the Trust.
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Brothers who are given the responsibility
of managing the affairs of the Province
for the three-year period between this
and the next Provincial Chapter. The
Provincial Government consists of the
Provincial and his three councilors. The
elections took place on 23rd March
2004 and the results were as follows:
Provincial: Brother John Martin OH.
First Provincial Councilor: 
Brother Michael Francis OH.
Second Provincial Councilor: 
Brother Michael Newman OH.
Third Provincial Councilor: 
Brother Stanislaus Neild OH.

A highpoint of the Chapter was the
presentation of Hospitality and
Partnership Awards by our Prior
General, Brother Pascual Piles OH.
These awards are given to individuals
and organisations who have made an

outstanding contribution to the Order’s
mission of hospitality. The recipients
were: 

Anne Munro, a lecturer at Reid Kerr
College, Paisley for her dedicated work
in preparing the people who use the
Charity’s service at St Mary’s Nursing
Home Barrhead for independent living.
Unfortunately Anne could not be present
and Geraldine Garry, Area manager,
Scotland, received the award on her
behalf.

Dave Bevans, who works in the
Hertfordshire Area, for his outstanding
contribution to the Charity’s services in
that area.

Steve Murray, who works at Saint John of
God Horticultural Training Centre and in
the Leisure Education and Occupational

Service (LEOS) in Hertfordshire, for his
dedicated work with the people who use
those services.

Pat and Barry Cooper, volunteers at
Saint John of God Hospital, Scorton for
their outstanding contribution to the
quality of the lives of the people who live
there and for the great support they
have given to the Brothers of the
Province over many years.

Bradford District NHS Care Trust, a
partnership agency, for the tremendous
support given by them to the Charity’s
development in West Yorkshire. John
French and Gerry Barker who have
worked closely with us received the
award on behalf of the Trust.

TRUSTEE HONOURED

At the final Eucharist of the Provincial
Chapter a fairly unusual event took place.
That was the Aggregation to the
Hospitaller Order of Tony Foy by our Prior
General. Aggregation is a means by
which a person who has rendered
outstanding service to the mission of the
Order can be admitted into fellowship
with the Brothers of the Order. This
honour was bestowed on Tony Foy, a
retired Company Director, for the
dedicated work he has carried out over
the past three years as a Trustee of the
Hospitaller Order of Saint John of God
Charitable Trust. Present with Tony at the
Aggregation ceremony were his wife Rita
and their children Sheena and Peter.

The whole Province sends its grateful
thanks and congratulations to Tony. 

OUR RE-ELECTED
PROVINCIAL!

To celebrate the election of the
Provincial, Brother John Martin,
OH, local artist Samantha Hogg
has produced this caricature.
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of his early days as a postulant and a
young Brother, ‘the daily routine was
monastic and military. We were called
monks. We were hardworking St John
of God Brothers and the timetable was
challenging’. In recognition of the
kindness and example he had been
shown by the Jesuits, Norman Halloran
took the name of their founder, Ignatius
as his name in religion. His first
Profession took place on 13th
December 1953 at Saint John of God
Hospital, Silverdale, Lancashire and
following this he commenced three
years of training as a State Registered
Nurse at the Province’s Nursing School
at Scorton. He describes these years as
‘…very interesting and rewarding and
they strengthened the sense of vocation
in becoming a Brother’. In 1957
Brother Ignatius gained his nursing
qualification and on 19th March 1958,
he made Solemn Profession as a
Religious Brother of Saint John of God.

Since then Brother Ignatius’s Hospitaller
vocation has called him to fulfil a rich
variety of roles. These have included the
care and training of boys hoping to
become Brothers of Saint John
of God at what was the
Province’s Juniorate at
Hurworth Place, Croft
near Darlington, the
care of people with
learning disabilities
at Saint Raphael’s
Centre, Barvin
Park, Potters Bar,
Hertfordshire and
the care of elderly, sick
and disabled people
at Scorton. He was
also instrumental in
achieving the complete
renewal of the Garden of
Remembrance at Scorton,
which has given such great
pleasure to the people who
live at Scorton and to staff
and visitors. Brother
Ignatius served for
four years in the
Province’s services
in Zambia and for a
further four-year
period as a

member of the Order’s 
international community at the Tiber
Island Hospital in Rome. During his
time there he became friendly with
the Sisters of the Missionaries of
Charity who are based in Rome and
had the privilege of meeting their
revered founder who we now know
as the Blessed Mother Teresa of
Calcutta.

Brother Ignatius’s life as a Brother of
Saint John of God has been
characterised by his great concern for
and care of the sick, the disabled and
the needy. We need only think of the
innumerable nights when he has
forsaken his bed to be with people
whose lives are drawing to a close.
Brother Ignatius has said that ‘the
celebration of a Golden Jubilee is a
time to remember and a time to
rejoice. A time for prayerful
recollection and thanksgiving.’ We
give thanks for the call to hospitality,
which Brother Ignatius heard and
responded to so many years ago, we
congratulate him on reaching this
milestone in his life and we thank
God for the benefits he has brought

to the Order and to the
people we serve.

Brother John
Collins, OH

BROTHER IGNATIUS HALLORAN, OH,
GOLDEN JUBILEE OF RELIGIOUS PROFESSION

Brother Ignatius Halloran, who is well
known to many readers of
‘Hospitaller’, celebrated his Golden
Jubilee of religious profession on 13th
December 2003. Brother Ignatius was
born in North London on 4th March
1934. The first few years of his life
were spent at his parent’s home but in
1939 international events intruded
into the domestic life of the Halloran
family. 

As war clouds gathered over Europe,
Norman Halloran, as he was then
known, was evacuated to nearby
Hertfordshire and subsequently as
the War intensified, to distant
Lancashire. He remained there until
peace was restored in 1945. He
returned home at the age of eleven
and was enrolled at the Jesuit
College at Wimbledon. He remained
there until 1952 and the education
he received from the Jesuits had a
significant impact on his life. Brother
Ignatius says that these years
‘…always remain a special memory.
In those days there was a strong
presence of Jesuits in their Colleges
and you came to know them well.
Lots of study, lots of exercise and
sport, and a great deal of
encouragement to do all for the
greater glory of God.’ It was during
this period that he felt the first
stirrings of his vocation as a
Hospitaller Brother of Saint John of
God.

Brother Ignatius first came to Saint
John of God Hospital, Scorton, North
Yorkshire in August 1952 and he says



For further information on Vocations, visit the website:
www.hospitaller.org.uk

A POSTULANT’S POINT OF VIEW
Well, here I am, seven months into my postulancy, and preparing
for the noviciate. It has been a very interesting time in my life. I
could never have predicted what this experience would be like.
But first let me tell you a bit about myself.

I was born in 1961 in Amble, Northumberland, a small fishing
town on the North East coast of England. I am the forth son to
mam and dad, Jack and Sheila. After moving from Amble, our
family finally settled in Morpeth, Northumberland. I grew up with
my mam and dad and three older brothers. We were a close
family and we have grown closer as the years have past. One of
the main contributing factors to this, I believe, is our faith. 

I was educated in a school in Newcastle and left at the age of 16.
My first job was as a trainee manager in a cash and carry. I also
worked in insurance and the licensed trade until eventually
moving into psychiatric nursing at the age of 28. I qualified as a
Registered Mental Nurse and continued nursing for the next 11
years both in the hospital and community. My last position was in
a primary healthcare centre working with people with problems
such as depression, anxiety, bereavement and issues of sexual
and physical abuse. I found this work very rewarding.

During this time I started
going on pilgrimages to
Medjugorje (a Marian shrine
in Bosnia where apparitions of
Our Blessed Lady are
claimed) with my mother, our
Parish Priest and a number of
friends from the parish. I had
heard about Medjugorje from
our Parish Priest who had
been there on a number of
occasions, and I was
interested to find out more. I
have been going there now
for the last four years and
have experienced a number of
things that have strengthened
my faith and I also believe
strengthened my call to
religious life.    

In 2002 I applied for a
sabbatical from work as I felt I

needed to take time out to discern my possible vocation. I
contacted and visited a number of Orders as well as speaking to
the Vocation Director of the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle.

While in Medjugorje a friend told me about the Hospitaller Order
of Saint John of God. On my return, I checked out the Order’s
website and contacted Brother Bonaventure, the Province’s
Vocations Promoter and arranged a visit to the Brothers’
community at Hemlington, Middlesbrough. I was very impressed
by the work of the Order, which held a special interest for me,
being a nurse. I felt that this could be the way forward for me to
further discern my “call”.  

I applied for entry to the postulancy of the Order, was accepted
and entered in August 2003. I spent the first couple of months at
Hemlington and then moved to Barrhead, Scotland in October
2003. This has had high points and low points but with the
support of a number of people including my Spiritual Director, it
has turned out to be a very positive experience.  

I recently applied for admission to the noviciate and anticipate
that I will enter this in May this year. I look forward to this and,
please God, to a long life in the Order. Please keep me in your
prayers, and pray for more vocations.

Barry Brown, Postulant

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
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PREAMBLE
The flame of lamp, candle, torch and
fireplace is a constant image throughout
the life of St. John of God. Like most
persons of his times, firelight
accompanied him constantly on his
journey through life – from the lamp that
lit the room of his birth at Montemor-O-
Novo, to the gate-lamps that witnessed
his pre-dawn departure as a boy of eight
being taken from his home to live and
work across the Portuguese border at
Oropesa in Spain, to the camp-fires that
he sat by on long nights of summer
shepherding, to the torches with which
he searched out the dying sick in the cold
doorways and porches of wintry
Granada, to the candles that adorned
the alter in the room where he lay dying
in the early hours of 8 March 1550.

Perhaps the flames that engulfed the
Royal Hospital at Granada on 3 June
1549 conjure up the strongest flames
image of John of God’s life. Nobody
who saw him on that occasion ever
forgot the bravery he showed when,

without thought for himself and his own
safety, he plunged repeatedly into the
burning building to bring out the
mentally ill patients who were
hospitalised there at that time.

John of God experienced his consuming
love for mankind and God as a purifying
fire – in the same way, he said that “gold
is refined and purified with fire so that it
can shine and have the right colour
before it gains true value” (First Letter to
Duchess of Sessa, par. 10).

The 432 year history of his Order can
also be seen as a purifying flame that
burns brightly at times, roars into life at
other times and sometimes sputters and
gutters.

There are many occasions in the history
of the Order where the flame burned low
and seemed likely to go out. When the
Order searches back in its corporate
memory for such occasions it recalls
times such as the following.

THE AFTERMATH OF THE DEATH OF
JOHN OF GOD
With John of God removed from the
scene by death, like other movements
started by a charismatic figure, the John-
of-God Family and work at Granada
easily could have lost momentum and
faded away.  The basis that John of God
had laid down for his work in Granada
was not a highly structured one.  Instead,
he had delegated tasks and trusted his
companions – he thought of himself at
the least important cod in the
organisation.  This attitude bore fruit in
there being men and women in place
after his death who were used to carrying
forward his work.  In fact, John of God’s
hospital at Granada, for some time
following his death, enjoyed greater
fame than he did himself.

THE ARBITRARY DIVISION OF JOHN
OF GOD’S BROTHERHOOD INTO
TWO CONGREGATIONS
When compelled to obtain canonical
approval in 1571, the Brothers of John
of God expected that their presence in

BROTHER BRIAN O’DONNELL, OH

Brother Brian O'Donnell is a member of the Australasian Province. He was
born in 1933 in a country area of New South Wales, Australia. From his early
school years, long before he was taught by Brothers (Marists), he had formed
the idea of becoming a Religious Brother. One of his sisters had a learning
disability and this sensitised him to the vocation of the Brothers of Saint John
of God who, in Australia, began their presence with a special school for boys
with learning disabilities. Brother Brian, having completed military service,
joined the Order in 1953. After his first profession in 1954 he trained as a
special class teacher and taught in several of his Province's special schools. He
was then sent to Papua New Guinea to introduce the Order to that country.
He returned to Australia to take up the post of Provincial and he served in that
office for nine years. He then went to Rome as a General Councillor and, in
1988, was elected Prior General. After a term as Prior General he returned to
his own Province where he has served in a number of positions in the
government of the Province. His various responsibilities have given him the
opportunity of studying in depth the life of Saint John of God. He has written
a popular life of Saint John of God entitled "John of God - Father of the Poor".
He writes on various aspects of the life of the Order and its founder. At
present he is engaged on a major project - researching and writing the history
of the Australasian Province.

Brother Brian reaches the Golden Jubilee of his Religious Profession on 27 June 2004 and a celebration was held in
Sydney, Australia on 8th March 2004, the Feast of Saint John of God, to mark this auspicious event. The Province of the
Venerable Bede sends Brother Brian congratulations and warmest fraternal  greetings on this happy occasion.
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Spain and Italy would develop along the
usual lines of a religious order. Instead,
the Spanish King’s desire to keep the
Brothers under his control brought about
a reduction in their status and, then,
separate development as Italian and
Spanish congregations. This unwished
for separation weakened the
Brotherhood and lasted for two and a
half centuries. The Spanish congregation
had to die out eventually and the Order
was unified again by the Italian
congregation sending Brothers back to
Spain.

THE DIMINUTION OF ITS
MEMBERSHIP THROUGHOUT THE
CENTURIES BY WAR AND PLAGUE
The Spanish Crown appreciated the
Brothers mainly for their readiness or
availability to provide battleground and
shipboard medical services. This brought
the Brothers into situations where their
lives were frequently at risk, and lost, in
battles on land and sea – and in the
plagues that often followed such events.

SPANISH ARMADA AND AT SEA
An example of this is the presence of
Brothers on the ships of the Armada of
1580 that battled English ships under the
command of Sir Frances Drake in the
English Channel. On board the Spanish
vessels were fifteen Brothers who were
looking after the sick and wounded. In
the defeat of that Armada all of the
Brothers survived – although one was
captured and later ransomed by King
Phillip II.

Several years later, seven Brothers
accompanied a Spanish fleet that
successfully attacked British ships off
South America. However, there was a
disastrous end to the expedition when
Dutch pirates attacked the fleet near San
Salvador, Brazil.  Three of the Brothers
were killed. Later, the Dutch entered San
Salvador itself and killed all the Brothers
at the John of God Hospital – they had
remained with their patients when
everyone else fled.

PLAGUE
Europe often felt the scourge of the
plague and the Brothers had a strong
tradition of caring for the plague victims.

One of its most distinguished sons, St.
John Grande, was killed by the plague
while working in his hospital at Jerez.

In 1656 there was a serious outbreak of
the plague at Rome and, before the
disease was properly identified, the early
victims had been treated at the Order’s
Tiber Island hospital where they died.
When the alarm was raised, the
authorities decided that the whole of the
Island should be converted into an
isolation hospital and they erected large
wooden gates on both bridges that gave
access to the Island.  When the outbreak
finally ended a year later, six Brothers
had died while caring for the plague
victims – four of these Brothers being
young Novices.

INVASION
The Brothers had made a good
beginning in Poland but they suffered
greatly in 1656 when Barbarians
invaded the country and a number of
cities were sacked. The Brothers’ hospital
in Lublin was burned down, many
patients were killed and only one Brother
survived, having been left for dead with
severe head wounds. In Warsaw too
there was but one wounded survivor
although a second Brother was still alive
after torture, but was taken away and
never seen again. At Lowicz the story was
the same: The hospital, monastery and
church were all burned down and the
badly wounded Prior was the only
survivor.

SECOND WORLD WAR
In Europe the Second World War brought
many Brothers into the armed forces,
usually in medical services. The Order’s
hospitals were opened to sick and
wounded troops, some being handed
over to the Red Cross whilst
Governments requisitioned others.

In Germany, all the younger Brothers
were conscripted and sent to various
fronts.  Many died and many more were
captured.  Others “lost their vocation”
and never returned to the Order when
the war ended.  When Germany came
under increasing bombardment from the
air, the hospitals were not immune. The
Munich hospital was half destroyed and

the hospital at Regensburg had a
miraculous escape.  Some of the
Brothers were sent to concentration
camps, where they offered to work as
camp nurses.  Six of them died in these
camps.  In the Middle East, the Nazareth
hostels had a “change of management”
when the British army confiscated it as
“enemy property” and turned it into a
military hospital.  As the war progressed
the British handed it over to the
Australian Army and they in return,
passed it on to the Poles.

THE SUPPRESSION OF THE ORDER
AND ITS WORKS BY POLITICAL AND
ECCLESIAL MOVEMENTS THROUGH
THE CENTURIES
There was a severe set-back for the
Italian Congregation in 1652 when the
Papal Brief “Ut in Parvis” closed down 16
small hospitals which could not meet the
requirement for their religious
communities to consist of “at least six
Brothers, at least four of whom are
priests”.

GERMANIC REGION
The Italian Congregation made its first
foundation in “Germanic” Europe in
1605 by taking control of the military
hospital at Feldsberg in Moravia – a part
of the Austria-Hungarian Empire. This
was strongly Lutheran territory where the
Brothers could not speak the language
so the Brothers had many obstacles put
in their way before they finally overcame
local prejudices. Despite this difficult
beginning, a steady flow of vocations
developed and the hospital at Feldsberg
became a teaching centre for doctors,
surgeons and nurses. From here the
Brothers went to Vienna. They were there
in 1683 when, during a siege, the
Brothers were forced to leave their
hospital because it lay outside the city
walls.  The hospital was destroyed in the
conflict, but later rebuilt. However, the
Brothers were forced to leave two years
later when the land was given to another
congregation.

“JOSEPHISM”
Around 1777, the Austrian Emperor,
Joseph II, issued a series of repressive
laws which became known collectively as
“Josephism”. Joseph II was determined to

Brother Brian O’Donnell, OH
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reform the Catholic Church. He did not
disband the teaching and nursing
Orders but they were forbidden to
maintain contact with their houses or
superiors abroad.  This, in effect, meant
that the Order had to operate for a time
as three separate congregations.

FRENCH REVOLUTION
Worse was to come when, in May 1789,
the French Revolution broke out and, in
the following year, monastic Orders
were suppressed.Property was
confiscated and the monks were
imprisoned, exiled or killed. By this time,
the 350 Brothers of the French Province
operated 39 hospitals with 5000 beds,
including those in the West Indies and
Canada. From the start of the revolution,
“inspectors” had been sent to the

Order’s Charité hospital in Paris. Their
reports always approved the work of the
Brothers and even Voltaire praised them
as “they only useful monks”. In spite of
this the Brothers were not exempt from
the dissolution order, although many
remained at their posts, working as
nurses or orderlies.

ANTI-CLERICALISM
For the Spanish Congregation, the calm
which followed Napoleon’s abdication
lasted a mere six years before the King,
under pressure from the new
Government of Freemasons, once more
suppressed those monasteries with fewer
than 24 monks and no new vocations
were to be accepted. As a result, the St.
John of God Brothers were forced to
abandon nearly all their hospitals. It was

the same year in which the Congregation
withdrew from their hospital in Cago,
thereby ending their presence in
Argentina.

SPANISH CIVIL WAR
In 1936 civil war broke out in Spain. As
the country came under the domination
of the Communists, some 7000 priests
and religious died, including 98 St. John
of God Brothers, some at the hands of
firing squads and others gunned down at
their posts. In July 1936 the Order was
disbanded once more, having been
declared an enemy of the Peoples
Republic.

COMMUNISM
Post-war, a number of the Order’s
foundations in Europe were in countries
which formed the communist bloc. Here
the political climate was strongly
antagonistic towards religion. The first
tangible effects were felt in 1946 when
Silesia became part of Poland. The
German-speaking population was
expelled, including the St. John of God
Brothers. Polish Brothers were allowed to
remain in residence but were kept in
seclusion and were not allowed to nurse
patients. Some hospitals were handed
over to the organisation, “Polish
Charity”, and in these the Brothers were
allowed to continue nursing and to admit
novices. Czechoslovakia was a reunited
country and followed a similar path but
Rumania, Jugoslavia and Hungary
nationalised the hospitals and expelled
the Brothers from them totally. Brothers
in some countries had to wait 40 years
before they could live again the life of
service that they had chosen as young
men.

CONCLUSION
The life of any organisation that has
survived 432 years of social and political
change must have its highs and lows. At
various times the flame will roar, flare,
flicker, gutter and sputter, but its
continued life is fuelled by a vision. In the
case of the Order that vision is that the
poor, sick and needy will be helped in a
way that gives their lives dignity and
meaning.
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DEATH BED
On arrival there he was taken to a room
that was brightly lit by an outside window
and was put to bed in a clean nightshirt
and prepared for a visit by the family
physician.

The 8 children of the Pisa family (5 boys
and 3 girls) were warned not to make too
much noise and a watchman was put at
the foot of the stairs with instructions not
to let any of the poor disturb John with
their troubles. Two of the Pisa children,
Cristobel and his little sister María, one
day crept into his room and, seeing John
kneeling up in bed as though he was on
the floor, asked him why, so thin and
weakened by his illness, he had taken
that position. John answered them that
what he was doing was necessary and
that he needed to do it.

Archbishop Guerrero, hearing that John
of God had arrived at Casa de Los Pisa,
went immediately to see him. Speaking
kindly to John he encouraged him to get
ready to set out on his final journey.  As

everything just as you would have
yourself.  So be at peace now and do not
give another thought to anything except
your salvation and recommending
yourself to Our Lord.”

The Archbishop’s visit and promises
greatly consoled John of God. The two
men spoke a few words of farewell and
John kissed the Archbishop’s hand and
asked for his blessing. This given, the
Archbishop left John’s bedside and went
straight to his hospital where he told
John’s ‘family’ of the imminence of their
father’s death and gave what he could in
the turmoil caused by the realisation that
John of God would not be seen back in
his hospital again.

During the first days of March John of
God’s condition deteriorated to the point
where he could no longer take Holy
Communion but he received the
sacrament of reconciliation. As the first
week of March came to an end he called
for his companion Antón Martín, who
had been with him since the Lucena
Street days, and entrusted to him the
care of the poor – especially the orphans
and those who felt shamed by their
poverty.

DEATH AND INTERMENT
About thirty minutes after midnight on
Saturday March 8, 1550, John of God
felt the moment of his death be
imminent. The women and priests
keeping a vigil in his room saw him
climb out of bed and kneel on the floor
holding, and gazing, on his crucifix.
Then with the whispered words: “Jesus,
Jesus, into your hands I commend my
soul” he was gone from them, and this
life, into the next.

part of this preparation he invited John
to tell him if he had any worries so that
he could take care of them for him. John
of God replied: “My good Father and
Pastor, three things give me concern.
Firstly, I have served Our Lord so little,
while I have received so much from Him.
Secondly, there are the poor people to
whom I have been especially attentive –
those who have given up wicked and
sinful lives, and those who are shamed
by their poverty. My third concern is the
debts that I owe, that I have entered into
for the sake of Jesus Christ.” 

Then John passed the list of his creditors
and debts to the Archbishop who
received them saying: “My Brother, with
regard to what you say about not having
served Our Lord, trust in the mercy of
Him who will make up for all your
failures with the merits of His Passion. As
for the poor, I accept them because I am
under an obligation to take them into my
charge. As for the debts you owe, I will
quickly ensure that they are all paid off.
I promise you that I will handle


